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many tinmes the victimof the crine is a forgotten person.
The idea behind the creation of the Board was this,

that | felt at the time and apparently at |east 24 other
persons agreed with ne that if sonmehow or other we nade
the public aware of the cost of crine, that they m ght
nore adequately fund the | aw enforcenment sectors of

our state and | ocal government. They mi ght recognize
that there is a very deep and hidden cost to allowi ng

a crimnal elenment to exist within this society of ours.
Now we are all aware, we are all aware, of the cost of
mai ntai ni ng our penal conplex, court system the state
and | ocal |aw enforcenent bodles. We are well aware of

that. | have provided for you a handout which |I hope
you will read and | apol ogi ze because it doesn't read
very well, but I think it will tell you very briefly the

various rights of the offender versus the victims rights.
I want to say at the outset that | amthe first person

to defend the offender's right to a fair trial and | do
not want to take away any of those requirenents to deter-
m ne that an offender gets a fair trial and is treated
fairly and equitably. | think that is inportant in our
Justice system that we provide those protections so that
first of all no lnnocent victim no innocent person is
convicted of a crine which they did not coomit. | am
adamant in that approach. | am also equally adamant in
the ldea that an individual who is mnding his own business
or his or her own business, doing their gob, contributing
to society, does not intend to break the |aw, but who
happens to becone a victimand lncurs certain costs, ought
to be reinmbursed for some of those costs. Now | want to
point out that 1n these figures, and again | want to
enphasi ze that they are not...| do not guarantee themto
be accurate to the Nth degree, they are approxi mati ons,
but | ast year we spent over 4100 mllion, nore than 4100
mllion to defend those persons who were accused of crines
and were convicted of crimes and toprwdcR far their housing
and their rehabilitation and all those other requirenents
that go along with 1t. The Crime Victins Reparation Board
| ast year, and again | am..| think these figures are
accurate, but they could be off a fewdollars, |ast year
the Crime Victins Reparation Board spent 462,341. Now i f
you were to divlde that, and I amnot much of a mathena-
tician, it would figure out to sonething | ess than one-

tenth of a percent, | believe, that is spent on the innocent
victinse of crimnals. Wthout a doubt, thousands, thousands
of victins are not conpensated in any way. | can recall

for you sone of the problenms that have devel oped from
personal acquai ntances of mne who have been victins of
crimnals and victims of crine, who have suffered tremendous



